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Walk with us
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NATSIEC Commissioner  - NATSICC Councillor
The Northern Territory Intervention is, as I see it, occurred just 6 days after the release of the Little Children are Sacred report was released, and as such is a knee jerk ‘madness’ that highlights Aboriginal social ‘badness’ in the Northern Territory.

Society has a preoccupation with SDV, sounds like something you can ‘catch’, SDV or sex, drugs and violence. It is prevalent in all spheres and exposure of communication, media, and all walks of life. Nothing, it appears, is sacred, let alone children.  This preoccupation with SDV is not peculiar to the Northern Territory, nor is it particular to Aboriginal communities. It is consistently rife across the country in negative and powerfully suggestive ways that lend itself to the preoccupation with SDV. 
The Intervention is …..[silent pause] ….  yes you guessed it,  the most appalling response. Greater societal regulations are needed to prevent the appeal of such Sodom and Gomorrah in Australia.
This goes along with the societal ills of power and greed. The Intervention is colonial government thinking of continued oppression and assimilation, of power and greed over land and over people.  The intervention is racist and destructive.   Systemic racism is, what underpins the Intervention.  

This will always be Goondawindaland – our land. We never ceded sovereignty.  Aboriginal people are not children. Government action in the form of Intervention is racially discriminatory, and is NOT in our best interests. And, we are not children. 
The ‘Little Children are Sacred’ report highlights the government’s failure to provide basic services to address social problems.  And the government failed to respond to other earlier, and previous reports in this area. This is largely an historic fact with government policies and practice over Aboriginal people.  And yes, irrespective of ‘good intentions’.
So too, the government overlooked the greater call of the ‘Little Children are Sacred’ report, which strongly recommended the empowerment of Aboriginal people.  The Intervention is a total contradiction to this recommendation, with Aboriginal people totally disempowered.  

The Intervention does not address many of the recommendations of the ‘Little Children are Sacred’ report, and it is what led to the Intervention in the first place.  The government’s own review of the Intervention in the ‘Growing them strong together’ report 2010, confirms the Intervention has had very little impact in addressing the issues the Intervention was supposed to do. And, over its four years enforcement, the Intervention has contributed greatly to widening the gap of Aboriginal disadvantage. 
From an Aboriginal community perspective, it is clear that Aboriginal disadvantage is being chiselled away with the success of many Aboriginal community controlled services and programs across: early childhood, education, health, employment, housing and so on.  Aboriginal people know what action is required, to empower their own communities to a position of best outcomes that address the issues at hand, and to address the disadvantage. With of course, support from governments, and the private and non-profit sectors.
I want to thank members and friends of Concerned Australians for the continued advocacy campaigns in culturally respectful ways that support the voice and especially as Djappiri (Mununggirritj) put it, the ‘crying hearts’ of Aboriginal people, to be heard across the nation and overseas.  
Thank You Concerned Australians for, ‘Will they be heard’ in 2009, for, ‘This is what we said’, last year, and for bringing the Northern Territory Elders to Victoria in February (2010) to ‘tell us’, and for, ‘Walk with us’, today.

I feel sorry as an Aboriginal person, and I feel sad about this situation. Aboriginal people cannot cope with much more in this vein. As an Aboriginal Catholic I can only recommend prayer. 

Our very own Pope Benedict XVI asked the Federal Government back in 2006, to have more compassion for Aboriginal Australians.   And, he asked the government to consider the deep pain and suffering of Aboriginal people in Australia, and for Government to consider what the underling cause of the social situation and disadvantage truly is. 
I ask you to pray for Aboriginal leaders that they might step up to the plate and take a stronger stand with government on this issue. It’s simply wrong, and it does not support the human rights of Aboriginal Australians. Aboriginal children need and must have rightful protection, but it must come from within Aboriginal family and community self-determination; in a collaborative and transparent partnership with government and others sectors of society.
I ask that you pray for Concerned Australians, that they continue to advocate for and with Aboriginal people; and that we all might walk with Aboriginal people and Elders of the Northern Territory, and other Concerned Australians to raise the awareness of all Australians, and the world for that matter, that they might see the plight and greater tragedy and disadvantage caused by the current Northern Territory Intervention; and to gain their full support to overturn its enforcement. 
Finally, I ask you to find even stronger prayer, for those in government that they might see the light.    Thank You. 
Melissa Brickell 
